
commitment to Positive 

Coaching and its continu-

ing implementat ion 

throughout the organiza-

tion.  

We look forward to 

providing you with the 

highlights of our  sports 

activities throughout the 

year! 

The Seventy-Eighth Precinct 

Youth Council is delighted to 

launch a newsletter this spring  

with contributions from its 

staff of talented young report-

ers, including two Brook-

lynites who also play in the 

league. 

Our novice writers cut their 

teeth on coverage of Basket-

ball Championship Day on 

March 27th, where Jonah 

Shiffman wrote about the 

excitement of the event and 

yes, even the joy of losing 

when you are part of a great 

team. 

Yoni Rechtman covered the 

Sophomore Championship 

Game and, ironically, high-

lighted the talents our of a 

third reporter, Grant Solis. 

Youõll also see Grantõs feature 

on having fun and the power 

of team spirit taught in 78PYC 

sports competition. 

Darian Garnes focused on 

the PPBA/Bantam East 

Championship Game. 

We also have Jonahõs cover-

age of the Baseball Parade 

and Opening Day festivities 

at Prospect Park on a bright 

April day. Finally, President 

David Nisbett discusses our 

New Sports Reporting Team Launches 78PYCõs Spring 2011 Newsletter 

On Saturday, April 4th, Brooklyn baseball got off to its usual exciting start. Youth baseball, that 
is.  
 
Teams from the 78th Precinct Youth Council, SFX, The Brooklyn Angels, Holy Name, and 
many other members of the Prospect Park Baseball Association (PPBA) marched through 
Park Slope, starting at 7th Avenue and 1st Street, and ending at the bandshell in Prospect Park.  
 
Later that day, many teams kicked off the brand new season with their first games. Unfortu-
nately, only three members of my team marched, including myself.  The solution? My team 
joined forces with my brotherõs Pony team and walked as a mix of Blue, Gray and White, Pony 
and Bantam.  
 
Despite the absence of many of my other team members, I had a lot of fun. So did hundreds 
of others who marched this year. 

Sports headliners   
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Baseball Opening Day  - Jonah Shiffman Reports on 

the Parade and an Exciting Start to 2011 Season 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Jonah Shiffman reflects on 

playing in the Basketball 

Championship 

¶ Yoni Rechtman chronicles 

The Sophomore Basket-

ball Game 

¶ Grant Solis sums up the 

fun of 78pyc sports 

¶ Darian Garnes talks to  

coaches on sportsmanship 

¶ David Nisbett  writes 

about Positive Coaching 
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Coach Matt Dwyerõs Team Leading the Way During Baseball Opening Day Festivities 



March 27th, 2011 

Basketball Championship Day: The Sophomore Game  

 By Yoni Rechtman 

There is an old adage that says ôbasketball is a game of runs.õ This yearõs sophomore champion-

ship game certainly was no exception.  After opening the game on a 6-0 run through the first few 

minutes, Coach Brad Landerõs Brooklyn Storm seemed to be in control over The Beast, coached 

by Alfonso Grant. They had already beaten The Beast once this season and were playing with 

confidence. Everything changed, however, when Grant Solis put back an offensive rebound to 

score and The Beast went on an 11-1 run to close out the quarter 11-7. 

      

The second quarter was dominated by Solis, who scored 20 first half points on a variety of jump-

ers, floaters, and acrobatic finishes at the rim. The game picked up pace as The Beast turned up 

their defensive pressure, forcing turnovers and locking down the Stormõs ôbigs,õ Tobias Lange 

and Tyler Evans. They combined for just one point through the first sixteen minutes of play and 

looked uncomfortable against The Beastõs defense, particularly that of Miles Scott. 

 

The Beastõs lead stayed steady at around 15 points until midway through the third period, when 

Lange and Storm came roaring back with Solis on the bench. They went on a 10-4 run and be-

gan playing with the same confidence they had early on. Although they only narrowed the gap to 

10 at the end of the third quarter, they had the crowd and all the momentum behind them. The 

Brooklyn Storm carried that momentum into the final period by opening it up with an 8-2 run to 

close the gap to six with just over two minutes left to play. 

      

Throughout the entire fourth quarter, Coach Lander kept The Beast off balance and out of 

rhythm with stifling defense, extending it full court when allowed. The Storm, with a great de-

fensive effort from both Lange and Evans, kept Solis bottled up. Clearly getting frustrated with 

the defense, Solis began forcing bad shots as the Storm narrowed the lead. With his team on the 

verge of collapse and nothing going his way, Grant Solis pulled up in transition to nail a huge three pointer from way beyond the arc with 

2:12 left, prompting a Storm timeout.  From then on, it was an all out race to the finish as the Brooklyn Storm showed real mental tough-

ness to keep pushing. Tobias Lange took over the final minutes by scoring 10 points in the fourth and leading his team to within two 

points with 57 seconds left in regulation. On the subsequent possession, Beast point guard Gibron Grant broke down the Storm press 

and threw an overhand lob to Ryan Montrallto, who streaked ahead on the fast break. Montrallto made the go-ahead layup. 

 

After one miss and one make from the line by Lange, the Storm were down three when they forced a turnover off the inbounds pass. 

Coach Lander drew up a play for a three-point basket to tie the game with 1.7 seconds left. They threw the ball in from just in front of 

their own bench to Marek Bavrivete, coming off a staggered screen to the left wing. He had a clean look at the basket and got off the 

shot, watched as it hit the backboard, went halfway down, and popped back out, giving The Beasts a 46-43 victory and the league title. 
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The Sophomore Game 

              THE BEAST  BROOKLYN  STORM 



Baseball to Basketballñ On Team Spirit  

By Grant Solis 
 
My name is Grant Solis and I joined the 78th Precinct Youth Council some four years ago when I was about 8 years old. I played base-
ball for two years; this was the first time that I played organized baseball in formal league play. I had a great time with my teammates 
and I learned a lot about the game of baseball and also how to work within an organized team sport. Our coach encouraged us to always 
do our best when playing together. 
 
This year I played basketball for my first time with the 78PYC. I have had many memorable moments since joining the 78PYC sports 
teams, but my most memorable was when my team won the Sophomore Division basketball championship game in March.  
 
That moment was very special to me because it was only my first year  in the competition. While other kids have been trying to accom-
plish this  goal for three or four years, I had a chance it to experience a win on my first try. 
 

 
Calendar of Events  
 
June 15  Registration Begins: Fall Programs 
  Basketball Clinics 
  Flag Football 
  Sports Prep: Flag Football  
  Sports Prep: Advanced Training  
  
June 20  Camp Bulldog Begins 
 
July 1st  Registration Begins: Winter Programs 
  Sports Prep: Baseball 
  Basketball (clinics, recreation, travel) 
 
Sep. 10-18 Sports Prep: Flag Football 
 
Sep. 17  Basketball Clinics Begins                   
  Sports Prep: All Sports Begins 

Sep. 24  Flag Football Begins 
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The                   The Freshman Game                THE FRESHMAN DIVISION 

By Jonah Shiffman 

I twirled the basketball in my hands. Glanced around, half very 

nervous, half just plain old excited. I saw people filling up Bishop 

Ford High Schoolõs many seats. 

òJonah!ó I snapped my head back toward the court, not aware of 

what was going on while I was in a daze. I thought to myself, òSo 

this is what ôcaught in a momentõ means.ó  

Finals of the Freshmen Division, Basketball Championship Day, 

this is awesome.  

Music blared from the speakers. Noise came from the stands, 

coaching from the coaches, and lastly, smiles from players having a 

lot of fun. As we came out of the huddle, I thought, òThis-Is-

Game-Time!ó The Warriors vs. the D-Wolves. 

After a tiring, but exciting first half, both teams jogged out into the 

hallways. The score was 8-4, Warriors. Being on the winning team 

was fun. It didnõt  last; actually, the fun lasted, the winning didnõt.  

With one minute and 26 seconds left, the D-Wolves took the lead, 

14-12. It stayed that way through the end. When you lose a Cham-

pionship, you might feel a bit defeated. I felt nothing like that. 

I was happy I got to play on that level in front of that many peo-

ple.  All in all, I had a lot of fun and it was a great experience. Con-

gratulations to Team 10 and Coach Bonina! 

Basketball Championship Day: Reflections from the Freshman Division 



 

 

Congrats to our PPBA CHAMPIONS  

and RUNNERS UP: 

 

CHAMPIONS  

78 Hernandez - Cubs North 

78 Viscardi - Cubs East 

78 Shiffman - Bantam East 

78 Stuart Miller - Super Bantam 

78 Rivera - Broncos 

  

RUNNERS UP 

78 Robinson - Cubs North 

78 Gurl - Cubs East 

78 Hausmann - Cubs West 

78 Tayeh - Bantam North 

78 Lieber - Bantam East 

   ***  

        

   

 
 

June 18th, 2011 
PPBA Championship Game: Bantam East 

 
The PPBA Championship game between the  78PYC Albans and  
Atlantics took place on Saturday, June 18th as the two teams of 11 
and 12 year olds battled it out on the field for the title of Bantam 
East Champions and bragging rights. Vince Alban was head 
coach of the Albans and was assisted by Michael Brennan.  Aa-
ron Shiffman, head coach of the Atlantics, was assisted by Stuart 
Miller and Jeff Damon. 
 

I spoke with Coach Miller of the Atlantics and Coach Alban of 
the Albans. Both coaches have been with their teams all year and 
talked about their pride in the accomplishments of their young-
sters throughout the season. These two phenomenal baseball 
coaching teams taught their kids the path to greatness by encour-
aging them to always strive for the best and maintain their love 
for the sport. 
 

The Atlantics held onto the lead throughout the Championship 
game, ending with a score of 7-0. Sam McGovern, one of the 
Atlantics' primary pitchers, along with Sam Damon, said that they 
were proud at the way they played. They added that the win felt 
good after working so hard and waiting so long to achieve this 
goal. 
 

According to Coach Miller, the kids on the Atlantics have been 
together for about 3-4 years. He said theyõve developed a bond 
and trust for each other, which allows them to trust and believe 
in each other on and off the field. The Atlantics entered the game 
with a record of 9-4 and the Albans entered with a record of 2-8. 
 

Despite the loss, head coach Alban continues to believe in his 
young team because he sees the motivation and love the kids 
have for the game. He says he wants to continue to work on their 
fundamental skills so that they can come back fresh and ready for 
the next season. At the end of the game, both teams showed 
their respect for each other by shaking hands and demonstrating 
the most important thing behind any competition-- true sports-
manship. There's a lot of talent in both of these teams and I see 
each of these kids going as far they want, as long as they keep 
practicing and moving forward. 

 

 

Darian Garnes 
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Bombers (black) vs. Sharks  (white) 

 
Thatõs when Biko Smith hit an in-the-park home run. Al-
so, Dash Martin on the Bombers drove himself and two 
other teammates home with a magnificent in-the-park 
home run! Thatõs not all, as Gabby Prieto hit a double to 
drive in another run and Rowan Johnson went home. The 
Bombers rallied during the bottom of the 4th with Bikoõs 
start off hit! 
 

The Sharks were in desperate need of scoring during the 
top of the sixth if they had any chance at winning this ball 
game. The inning started with the score at 11 to 3. The 
Sharks scored five runs during the top of the 6th, but it 
was not enough to get them over the hump. The Bombers 
eventually won the ball game with an amazing comeback 
against a great start by the Sharks. 

BOMBERS WON, 12-7!! 
Grant Solis 

      

 
 

June 26th, 2011 
Baseball Championship: American Division of  
the Ponys 

 
 

The Ponys/American Division Championship baseball game 
between the Bombers and the Sharks started off with a òbang.ó 
During the top of the 2nd inning, the Sharksõ lead pitcher Tobey 
Posel caught two men looking and struck them out! This was a 
great opener for the Sharks, whose head coach is Aaron Shiff-
man. The Sharks pitcher eventually struck out a third batter and 
did not give the Bombers an opportunity to get any significant 
hits during the 2nd inning. 
 
 

The third inning continued the great momentum for the Sharks. 
The Bombers ð under head coach Christian Martin ð gave up a 
series of walks, allowing the Sharks to eventually score. After 
that, the Bombers would have to play with much more intensity 
to win the ball game. 

 
 

By the bottom of the 3rd, the score was 3 to 0 with the Sharks 
leading. At that point, the Bombers started to rally. Nolan Casey 
hit a double to left-field. Now the bases were loaded. Shortly 
after that, Liam Compton hit the ball over first base and drove 
two men home. Also, Evan Gardner with the Bombers got a 
great hit and drove in another run. 
 
By the top of the 4th, the Bombers were up at bat again. Every-
one was hoping that they would rally as they did during the bot-
tom of the 3rd and do it all over again.  

 

 
 

PONY FINALS  
 

American Division: 12-7 
 

Champions: Bombers (78-Martin)  
Runners up: Sharks (78-Shiffman) 

 
National Division: 2-1 

 
Champions: Green Lightening (78-

Mendez)  
Runners up: Hurricanes (78-Harte) 
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear 78PYC Parent: 

Are you hoping your child will have a positive experience with sports this year? Are you 

hoping your child will learn enduring life lessons from participating? Are you hoping your 

child will perform to his/her potential? At the 78th Precinct Youth Council, we are doing 

more than hoping. We have made a commitment that has earned us Positive Coaching 

Allianceõs Seal of Commitment for 2011. 

Positive Coaching Alliance awards this mark of distinction only to organizations whose 

policies demonstrate a commitment to a culture of Positive Coaching. Therefore, the 78th-

PYC recently committed our organization to require that all of our coaches be certified as 

PCA Double-Goal Coaches, who strive both to win AND to teach athletes enduring life 

lessons. 

All of our coaches will complete a comprehensive course in Positive Coaching principles to 

earn or renew their certification. This policy recognizes that certified Double-Goal Coaches 

are paramount to transforming the culture of youth sports and help ensure a quality experi-

ence for all youth athletes. 

We are proud to have earned this important recognition of our commitment to excellence.  

By earning the Positive Coaching Alliance Seal of Commitment for 2011, we feel more 

confident than ever that our athletesñyour childrenñwill have a positive, fun, and re-

warding experience. Looking forward to seeing you at the gyms and on the fields! 

Sincerely, 

David Nisbett 

OUR CLINIC PLAYERS  


